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Andrew GUILTY is employed as a delivery driver by a company called Musical Distributors Ltd, and has the use of a white Fiat Ducato motor vehicle registration number GU1LTY. The company is based in the Stratford area.

On Wednesday 27" April 2005 GUILTY has left the Stratford area to travel to the North East of England in order to deliver audio and video cassettes to a number of premises.

The journey has taken him via numerous roads on his way to the North East and also via the AI94(M) travelling towards the South Tyneside area.

At 1320hrs the same day a report was received by the Southern Communications Centre, South Shields reporting a road traffic collision on the east bound AI94(M), Gateshead.  Officers arrived at the scene within a couple of minutes including PC 1234 CLEGG and found that the

road traffic collision involved four vehicles:​-
Veh. (1) Fiat Ducato motor vehicle registration number GU1LTY

Veh. (2) Renault 19 motor vehicle registration number KEV1N

Veh. (3) Alfa Romeo motor vehicle registration number OFFDUTYPC

Veh. (4) Ford Mondeo motor vehicle registration number NPLATE
The road was completely blocked due to the collision, and the three occupants of Veh (2) were all trapped in the vehicle, the driver, front seat and rear seat passenger were in a serious condition.

All of the occupants of Veh (2) were released by the emergency services and transported to local hospitals, the witness COSTELLO was taken to South Tyneside hospital, and the witness's POLLARD and KENNEDY were both taken to the Queen Elizabeth hospital.

The drivers of the others vehicles also attended hospital and were all released after receiving treatment.
The scene was secured and officers from the Collision Investigation Unit, PC's 222 ALLINSON and 111~ MIDDLEMISS attended to photograph and examine the scene.

All four vehicles involved in the collision were extensively damaged and all would be classed as 'Write-Offs' .

The vehicles were eventually removed from the scene to CF Motoring Company for further examination by the Collision Investigation Unit.

Investigations were conducted into the cause of the collision and below are accounts given by several witnesses to the collision.

David JOHNSON is a self employed minibus driver and was travelling east along the Al 94(M) when he saw a white Fiat type van travel past him on the outside lane of the motorway. He will say that he was travelling around 60~65 mph and the Fiat van went past him fairly quickly. He could see the traffic in the inside lane had started to back up and he could not remember seeing anything in the outside lane.
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The next thing the Fiat suddenly shot into the inside lane and then almost immediately moved back towards the outside lane and the next thing he saw a number of cars going up in the air and bumpers flying and dust. The Fiat then went into the central barrier and stopped. He would say that when the Fiat passed his own vehicle it was travelling about 10-15 mph faster than his vehicle.

He could not say what the Fiat hit but the changing of lanes was a sudden movement.

Susan KULL who was a passenger in the minibus being driven by JOHNSON, was sat in the Front of the minibus and whilst they were travelling along the A194(M) she saw a white van in Front of the minibus move from the inside lane across onto the hard shoulder so that about half of the vehicle was across into the hard shoulder, the van then moved back and over the centre white line before moving back into the inside lane. She saw the van move across to the centre line and touched the centre white line before moving back  to the middle of the inside lane. She has no idea how fast the vehicles were travelling. She thought the driver of the white van was half asleep as the driving was not normal.
Charles Hull was travelling along the A194(M) towards Whitemare Pool and whilst travelling along the motorway he saw about 1 mile from the Whitemare pool roundabout a sign to reduce speed to 40 mph. He started to slow down and about 10 seconds later he could see that the traffic on the inside lane had started to slow down and there was a tailback of traffic. He had slowed to about 20 mph and was underneath and passed the roundabout above the A194(M) and was about next to the slip road back onto the AI94(M) when he saw an 'X' registered white Fiat Transit van suddenly swerve from the inside lane across the outer lane. He had not been aware of the van before that point. The Fiat swerved suddenly and about a second later he saw a white Renault motor vehicle spin across the inside lane onto the hard shoulder. He was aware at that point that the Renault had serious damage to both back and front. He was not aware of how fast the Fiat was going but it was obviously too fast for the traffic ahead. He had been aware for about 10 seconds that there was a hold up ahead. He will say that the movement of the Fiat van when moving lane was very sudden.

Patrick Poisson was travelling east along the A194(M) heading for the Felling Bypass and as he travelled underneath the roundabout for Heworth he was aware of road signs informing him that there was roadwork's ahead and that the outside lane was closed ahead. He will say that he became aware of a large white van in the outside lane at about the 200 yards sign to the lane closure when all of a sudden the back end of the van went up in the air and there was a large cloud of dust and debris and the next thing he saw a
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white car being catapulted across the inside lane onto the hard shoulder and grass verge. He was at this time about 30 metres away from the impact. He then saw the van go off hit the central reservation. On stopping at the collision scene he saw the three casualties in the white car. He will say that the road signs displayed at the side of the road gave clear instructions.

John GRAIN was travelling east along the A194(M) in the outside lane and he was aware of Veh (3) in the outside lane. He too saw the signs for a lane closure ahead from about 600 metres, then 400 metres ahead when he saw brake lights ahead of him. He had checked his rear mirrors and could not see anything behind him. He had started to slow and he will say that although everyone ahead was braking for the lane closure, everyone was driving carefully. He was thinking about moving back across into the inside lane when he was between the 400 yard and 200 yard signs, travelling about 50mph when all of a sudden he saw Veh (1) on the inside of him travelling a lot faster than him. He was aware that there was two cars ahead of him Veh (2) and Veh (3). Veh (1) came across the Front of him and as there was no where to go, V eh (l) crashed into the back of Veh (2), this was full into the back of Veh (2). He will say that Veh (1) hit the back of Veh (2) at the same speed as it had been travelling when it came passed him on the inside lane. He will say that the cause of this collision is the driver of Veh (1) for travelling at such a speed there was nowhere to go.

He did hear the driver of Veh (1) say as he came passed him "DID YOU SEE THAT WHITE CAR IN FRONT OF ME, SWERVING OR SKIDDING OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT HAD CAUSED ME TO HAVE THE ACCIDENT". He said to him "The only white car that was spinning was the car that you have hit".
He did say after reading through his statement that he had given" THAT THE ACCIDENT IS THE MOST TRAUMATIC THING THAT I HAVE EVER SEEN. I HAVE NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE IT BEFORE".
Wendy Dougal, a serving Police officer, was off duty and in the rear passenger seat of her husbands car, Brain, who is also a serving police officer and off duty at the time. They had travelled over the roundabout above the A194(M) and then drove east down the on slip road to the A194(M), she heard Brian comment on the tailback of traffic, and she could see that the tailback was as far back as the half mile marker. She had been on the road for about 4-5 seconds when she saw a white van swerve from the inside lane into the outside lane ploughing into stationary vehicles caught up in the tailback. She saw Veh (2) being thrown into the air and landing sideways on the grass verge, the van then continued and hit the rear of Veh(3) which actually spun around 2-3 times before coming to a halt. She then assisted with the injured passengers in Veh (2).
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Brian Dougal, as above, was driving his own car, and on travelling onto the A 194(M) was aware of the tailback of traffic due to roadwork's ahead. The tailback was about 200 yards ahead of him. As he looked ahead his attention was drawn to Veh (1) which appeared to swerve viciously from the nearside lane across to the offside lane. He then saw a 'spray' of debris fly up into the air and then a fraction of a second later saw Veh (2) being thrown from the inside lane onto the grass verge, the vehicle turning as it was thrown. The vehicle was actually lifted from the ground. This observation was taken from about 200 yards away and  he had a clear and unobstructed view of what had happened. He stopped and on going down to the scene saw that Veh (2) was damaged beyond recognition.

He can remember seeing a male in his 30's clean shaven, dark curly unkempt hair wearing a lumber jack shirt. He cannot recall the conversation but the male indicated to the white van and mentioned something about having to swerve. He also saw the other vehicles involved in the collision. He could not see who was responsible for the collision but whoever was had not took any notice of the traffic jam ahead and was travelling too fast.

Gareth Douglas, who was front seat passenger in the above vehicle with his dad and step mam. As they travelled down the slip road he became aware that there was a lot of traffic ahead, the outside lane had bunched up and the inside lane was moving. He will say that just as his dad moved into the main road off the slip road, he saw a white van slew across from the inside to the outside lane, the van at this point being a couple of hundred yards ahead. He could not see what the van had hit but there was loads of debris, and almost immediately he saw Veh (2) being thrown from the lane across the road into the grass verge.

Alan Aikenhead, was travelling in the opposite direction along the A 194(M), he had looked across to the other carriageway and could see that traffic was heavy heading towards Whitemare Pool roundabout. He was half way between the roundabout and the first slip road when he heard a terrific bang, and thought that his vehicle had been hit by a brick or a stone. He looked across onto the other carriageway and saw a large cloud of dust. He saw Veh (2) with its back end facing towards the golf course and that it was very badly damaged. ~e then looked in his rear view mirror and saw Veh (I) ~werving about the other side of the road, he saw it swerve to the left then the right and collide with the central barriers.
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Patrick Kevin KENNEDY, driver of Veh (2), was travelling towards the Sunderland area travelling east along the Al 94(M). He had in the vehicle with him two of his work colleagues, Angela Costello in the front passenger seat and Karen Pollard in the rear passenger seat. He can remember picking his colleagues up in Chester Ie Street and then nothing else about the journey, although he was heading for the AI84 to take him into Sunderland, and the route he always took was down the Al and the off onto the Al 94(M). He can recollect a queue of traffic and presumed that this would be at the junction of the AI94(M) and the AI84. He can remember looking into his rear view mirror and seeing a white van, with a large windscreen, directly behind his vehicle. The driver, being about 40ish, scruffy with his hand up in front of his face, had a shocked look on his face. He stated that he must have been directly behind him as he can remember thinking if he could get into first gear and get passed the cars in front he would not be the "jam in the sandwich". He can remember being in pain but nothing else until speaking to his wife some 5-6 hours later in hospital
.

As a result of this collision he has two broken ribs on his right side, a fractured clavicle, a large laceration to his head and numerous cuts and bruises and facial injuries.

Karen POLLARD, the rear seat passenger in Veh (2), can remember parking her car up at Chester-le-Street and then getting into the rear passenger side of Veh (2). She can remember the car moving off and she has no further recollection apart from waking up in hospital sometime later. As a result of this collision she has the following injuries: - Head injury back and front, fractured right arm, contused lungs, liver and bladder damage, fractured right hip and multiple fractures of the pelvis. She has also suffered a stroke as a result of her injuries. She requires 24 hour nursing care and is still a patient in hospital and not expected to be released until at the earliest Christmas this year.

Angela COSTELLO, the front seat passenger in Veh (2), can remember driving her vehicle to Chester Ie Street, where she was picked up by KENNEDY and getting into the front seat of his car. She can remember waiting for Karen POLLARD, got into the rear passenger seat of the car, and that is it until she woke up in hospital and being informed that she had been involved in a road traffic collision. As a result of this collision she has the following injuries:- Eight double fractures of the ribs on her left side, three single fractures of the ribs on her right side, two lumbar vertebrae fractures in her back, a large cut to the left of her forehead which required 16 stitches and multiple fractures of her pelvis. She has now left hospital but has limited movement and is still in some considerable pain..
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Stephen Coyle, driver of Veh (3) and a serving police officer, he was driving his vehicle on the AI94(M) and as he progressed he was aware of road signs being displayed indicating that the outside lane was closed further ahead and started to slow his vehicle. He could see the outside lane ahead was clear and at a pint after the Follingsby Interchange cones were in place closing off the outside lane channelling traffic into the inside lane. He slowed his vehicle and noticed that the inside lane traffic was stationary. He continued and stopped his vehicle a safe distance from the one in front. He looked in his rear view mirror and saw Veh (2) in the outside lane slow and stop a safe distance from his vehicle. He can remember seeing a 4 · 4 vehicle approaching slowly in the outer lane indicating as though it was going to move into the inside lane. He looked ahead and saw that the traffic had began to move slowly, the next thing he became aware of a large 'explosion' behind him and on looking to his rear mirror his vehicle was struck at the rear with such severity it caused the vehicle to spin clockwise. The car spun twice and he was aware of Veh (1) colliding with his vehicle which then veered towards the hard shoulder then returned and collided with the Front offside door of his vehicle. On getting out of his vehicle he saw that Veh (1) had collided with the central barriers. He saw Veh (2) that had been behind him had been seriously damaged and had been moved a considerable distance, and was now on the nearside of his vehicle.

Helen Sprain, driver of Veh (4), was travelling towards Boldon, down the slip road From the AI95 down onto the AI94(M) and saw that the traffic was backing up to about the 200 yards marker, on coming down the slip road she saw Veh (3) on the inside lane and she moved out into the inside lane as there was plenty of room. She did not hear anything but looked in her rear mirror and saw Veh (1) hit Veh (3) and then Veh (1) hit the rear of her vehicle. She also saw Veh (2) on the grass verge

As a result of this collision she had pain in her back, neck and shoulders.

John Bumble, a serving police officer, was travelling along the AI94(M) towards Whitemare Pool and whilst travelling along this road saw road signs indicating that the outside lane was closed ahead and he started to slow his vehicle down. He can remember looking ahead and seeing that the outside lane was clear and just after the Follinsby Interchange cones placed in the outside lane closing off the lane. As he had slowed his vehicle in the outside lane, he heard a large bang and on looking in his rear mirror saw Veh (3) being driven by his work colleague spinning towards his vehicle and he then saw Veh (1) collide with the side of Veh (3). He then stopped his vehicle and went back to check on the others involved in the collision, and provided first aid treatment to the occupants of Veh (2).
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John McKellan, an ex police officer employed as a Communications officer with Northumbria Police, was travelling down the A194(M) and was held up in traffic when he heard what sounded like an explosion from behind him. He looked in his mirror and saw several vehicles had collided and they were moving off in different directions. He stopped and got out of the vehicle and went to the aid of the driver of Veh (4), he could also see Veh (1) which was static against the central crash barrier.

He could also see further down the road Veh (2). After speaking to police officers at the scene he continued to work.

At 13.55hrs on Tuesday 26th July 2005 Sgt 2355 Richardson and PC 3215 CLEGG spoke to GUILTY at Whickham Police station in the presence of his solicitor Mr Ingram. GUILTY attended the police station as a voluntary basis and was interviewed on a question and answer basis all of which was recorded on tape.
GUILTY was asked numerous questions during the interview, it is summarised as below:​

He confirmed that he was using the Fiat Ducato motor vehicle registration number GU1LTY on behalf of his employer Magnetics, who he had been employed with for about 18 months. He admitted driving down the A194(M) having stopped for refreshments during his journey from the Stratford area. He can remember seeing a sign for some roadworks, he was' travelling about 60mph at this time. He can remember being in the outside lane and he stated something ahead of him slowed quite quickly and he had to avoid it and then being caught close to the vehicle in uont and hitting it. He can remember seeing the roadworks sign indicating 800 yards and vehicles ahead of him which were still moving. He had a recollection of the vehicle in the outside lane braking abruptly, he had seen brake lights on that vehicle although he cannot remember what the make of it. He has a recollection of trying to avoid that vehicle. He did not see anything in the inside lane prior to moving across and on moving across onto the inside lane he collided with the white car. He did not believe that he was speeding.

At the conclusion of the interview GUILTY was reported for dangerous driving.
